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This REPORT consists of a total of 3 sheets, including this cover sheet. 

This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, comprising: 

a. □ (sent to the applicant and to the International Bureau) a total of sheets, as follows: 

□ sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have been amended and are the basis of this report 
and/or sheets containing rectifications authorized by this Authority (see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the 
Administrative Instructions). 

□ sheets which supersede earlier sheets, but which this Authority considers contain an amendment that goes 
beyond the disclosure in the international application as filed, as indicated in item 4 of Box No. I and the 
ouppiemental Box. 
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„■ g— ; . .. — -; — — » containing a sequence listing and/or tables related thereto, in computer 

T^^SSkSl^ " *" SUPPlemental B ° X Rdating 10 Se «—"sting (see Section 802 o^the 



□ 
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Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive 3tep and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

SSS* S !f tem f m U .? der ArtUc 35(2) With regard t0 noveIt * inventive ste P or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 



_ Certain defects in the international application 
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Box No. I Basis of the report 



L LtdiSJr rt is based on the fatemational application in fte langua8e in which k was filed « unless 

□ This report is based on translations from the original language into the following language 

which is language of a translation furnished for the puipose of: " 

□ 

international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)) 
□ publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4) 
_ international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55.3) 



2 ' 2 S S2!lS e ^° f the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which have been 
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|_Sj The international application as originally filed/furnished 
1 | the description: 
pages 



pages * received by this Authority on 

pages * . received by this Authority on 

| ] the claims: 



as originally filed/furnished 



+ > as originally filed/furnished 

pagCS > as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 



pages * . . received by this Authority on 

pages * received by this Authority on 

I 1 the drawings: 



pages 



; * . received by this Authority on 

pages * _ received by this Authority on 



as originally filed/furnished 



□ a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 
3-D 

The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 
□ the description, pages 

□ 

the claims, Nos. 



□ 

the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ 

the sequence listing (specify): 

any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 



4. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below had not been 
(Rule 702 C (c)r ey considered ^ go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box 

|~| the description, pages t \ 

[ | the claims, Nos. 



I I the drawings, sheets/figs 

I I the sequence listing (specify): 

any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): . 



* If item 4 applies, some or all of those sheets may be marked "superseded. ' 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1 . Statement 

Novelty (N) Claims 



. 1-4 YES 

Claims 



Inventive step (IS) Claims 



Claims 

Industrial applicability (IA) Claims 



NO 

YES 
NO 



^4 YES 

CIaims NO 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

Document 1: EP, 522700, A2 (Chiyoda Corp.), 13 January, 1993 (13.01.93) 
Document 2: JP, 5-331088, A (Chiyoda Corp.), 14 December, 1993 (14 12 93) 
Document 3: JP, 6-306002, A (Tsukisbima Kikai Co., Ltd.), 1 November, 1994 (01 11 94) 
Document 4: JP, 1 1-901 18, A (Catalysts & Chemicals Ind. Co., Ltd.), 6 April, 1999 (06.04.99) 

o •* matterS of clahns 1 " 3 do not a PP ear to Evolve an inventive step in view of documents 1 and 

£ cited in the 1SJR. 

Document 2 describes that the hue of an addition product of bisphenol A and a phenol is worsened in the 
presence of oxygen So, a person skilled in the art could have easily performed the filtration operation of the 
bisphenol A production method described in document 1, in an inert gas with an oxygen content of less than a 
certain value. 

Furthermore, the operation pressure specified in claim 2 is as usually employed for the filtration under 
reduced pressure, and nitrogen is well known as an inert gas. 

■ A ™ e su 5> ect matter of claim 4 does not appear to involve an inventive step in view of documents 1-3 cited 
in me ijsk and newly cited document 4. 

Document 3 describes using a suction type belt filter for filtering an addition product of bisphenol A and 
a phenol. Furthermore, as described in document 4, a suction type endless belt filter is well known. 
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